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])emocratic  party  in  regard  to  the  demonetization  of  silver, 
'’he  Democratic"  platform— the  same  upon  which  gentlemen 
1 ere  ran— declared  that  the  act  of  the  Republican  party  in  1873 
i n demonetizing  silver  was  a crime  against  the  American  peo- 
] le.  If  you  repeal  the  purchasing  clause  of  the  Sherman  law 
} nd  go  no  farther,  then  where  will  you  be?  You  will  be  in  the 
f ame  category  with  the  Republican  party — guilty  of  the  same 
line  of  action  which  you  have  charged  was  a crime  in  the 
] lepublican  party  in  1873. 

Mr.  Speaker.  I favor  the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman 
irom  Missouri  [Mr.  Bland],  because  it  carries  out  the  pledges 
j nd  promises  of  the  Democratic  party.  It  proposes  to  repeal  the 
liherman  law,  and  in  the  same  measure  it  proposes  to  give  the 
)eople  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver— a thing  that 
hev  have  been  struggling  and  clamoring  and  fighting  for  since 

873. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  midsummer,  and  at  an  unusual  time,  we  are 
.‘.ailed  together  by  proclamation  from  the  President  to  consider 
mportant  legislation. 

What  is  it  that  gave  rise  to  the  demands  for  an  extra  session 
)f  Congress?  The  reasons  are  plain  and  simple  From  one  end 
)f  the  country  to  the  other  the  people  are  crying  for  relief. 
There  is,  by  estimation,  in  this  country  to-day  two  millions  of 
aeople  who  are  without  employment,  and  many  of  them  without 
aread.  Merchants  are  failing,  banks  are  breaking,  and  utter  in- 
solvency is  threatening  most  of  our  people.  In  the  midst  of  the 
most  bountiful  season  with  which  Providence  has  favored  us, 
ind  when  the  barns  and  granaries  of  the  farmers  are  loaded  to 
)verflowing.  we  find  them  without  a market  for  their  products, 
ind  their  wheat  will  not  bring  more  than  50  cents  per  bushel. 

These  are  the  considerations  we  are  to  deal  with,  and  every 
member  in  this  House  should  approach  the  discussion  with  a 
fairness  and  patriotism  that  will  result  in  a measure  for  relief  to 
the  people.  The  cry  of  the  people  is  for  mor.i  money,  and  to 
him  who  would  say  the  circulation  per  capifei  is  greater  now 
than  in  the  past.  I would  reply,  that  while  in  the  abstract  this 
may  be  true,  this  wealth  is,  by  reason  of  unjust  and  class  legislar 
tion  and  legislation  against  the  interest  and  w'elfare  of  the 
common  people,  so  unjustly  distributed  as  to  make  it  of  no  avail 
in  relieving  the  prevailing  distress. 

While  New  York  and  many  of  the  Eastern  States  have  a per 
capita  circulation  of  between  $150  and  $200,  the  people  of  my 
State,  who  are  as  thrifty,  industrious,  and  pati  iotie  as  any  that 
live,  have  only  a per  capita  circulation  of  $6,  and  it  is  a sad  and 
solemn  confession  on  mv  part,  but  it  is  true,  nevertheless,  that 
my  people  have  a mortgage  debt  of  $23  per  capita,  nearly  four 
times  the  amount  of  money  in  circulation  in  the  State,  and  they 
ire  better  off  than  the  people  of  any  other  State  thus  far  tabu- 
lated except  Arkansas,  which  has  a mortgage  debt  of  $13  per 
capita:  all  the  other  States  ranging  higher  uj)  to  Republican 
Kansas,  which  has  a mortgage  debt  of  $170  per  capita.  While 
this  is  true,  our  friends  propose  by  this  bill  to  reduce  the  ability 
of  the  ])eople  to  pay  almost  one-half  by  striking  down  nearly 
on.'-half  the  money  of  the  country  and  thereby  increasing  their 
indebtedness  in  a like  ratio,  and  have  the  audacity  to  argue 
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that  this  is  the  mode  by  which  to  restore  confidence  and  bring 
about  general  prosperity. 

To  illustrate  this:  Suppose  a man  owed  a debt  of  $5,000  and 
had  $5,000  with  which  to  pay  it,  and  the  Government  should  de- 
prive him  of  $2.500— one-half  of  it — which  the  demonetization  of 
silver  practically  does,  would  this  have  the  effect  to  strengthen 
the  confidence  of  the  creditor  or  the  ability  of  the  debtor  to  pay  ? 
Certainly  not.  It  may  be  suHieient  to  satisfy  the  creditor  cl:iss 
of  England  and  America  to  thus  strike  silver  down,  but  to  the 
debtor  class— the  men  who  toil  and  labor  and  who  pay  all  the 
debts,  both  public  and  private— they  will  not  lie  deluded  or  de- 
ceived by  such  subtle  and  unreasonable  conclusions. 

On  this  great  question  affecting  the  interest  and  hapjiiness  of 
all  the  ]>eople  I do  not  propose  to  make  any  one  man,  though  he 
be  the  first  in  jiower  in  this  Government,  my  platform.  1 pre- 
fer to  take  the  aggregate  wisdom  of  the  Democratic  partj'  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  Chicago  platform,  upon  which  the  President  and 
all  Democrats  on  this  tloor  were  elected. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  i-emind  the  Democratic 
contingent,  who  are  standing  here  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
the  Republican  party  that  has  brought  all  this  evil  and  affliction 
upon  the  American  people,  that  in  18S4,  when  Grover  Cleveland 
first  ran  for  the  Presidency,  he  did  so  upon  a free-coinage  plat- 
form, and  he  was  elected  by  the  American  people:  in  18ss,  when 
the  platform  was  silent  on  that  subject,  he  was  defeated:  and  in 
1892,  upon  a free-coinage  platform,  he  was  again  elected. 

It  is  my  purpose,  by  my  action  here,  to  carry  out  every  pledge 
made  in  that  jilatfoi'm  to  the  peo})le.  one  of  which  was  b)  remon- 
etize silver  and  give  the  people  coinage  of  silver  on  the  s.ame 
terms  on  which  gold  is  coined:  and  I never  intend  tolte  accused, 
Judas  like,  of  betraying  the  jteople  whom  I have  sworn  to  serve. 
I do  not  now,  nor  have  1 ever,  indorsed  the  Sherman  act  of  .Inly, 
1890,  and  am  anxious  to  see  it  repealed,  if  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Bland  can  be  adopted  by  this  House,  and  which  is  in  accord 
with  the  platform.  But  if  the  purchasing  clause  is  repealed  it 
would  leave  the  balance  of  the  act  in  full  force,  and  would  not 
be  ii  compliance  with  the  sentence  of  the  platform  demanding  its 
repeal. 

The  platform  declared  that  the  demonetization  of  silver  in  1873 
by  the  Republican  party  was  a crime,  to  which  I cheerfully  as- 
sent. Now,  to  repeal  the  purchasing  clause  of  the  Sherman  law 
without  going  further  and  comijlying  with  the  balance  of  the 
platform  in  giving  the  ]^eople  a bimetallic  standard  would  be  to 
make  us  guilty  of  the  identical  thing  we  charged  as  a crime  ia 
the  Republicans  in  1873.  Upon  this  question,  in  urging  the 
people  of  my  district  to  stand  by  the  Democratic  ticket,  in  a 
speech  delivered  in  August  last,  I used  this  language: 

the  coinage  plank  of  its  platform,  adopted  at  Chicago,  the  Democratic 
party  pledged  itself  to  coin  silver  on  the  same  terms  on  which  gold  is  coined; 
to  maintain  the  parity  of  silver,  gold,  and  paper  money  issued  by  the  United 
.States,  and  to  abolish  the  existing  premium  on  gold  by  the  repeal  of  the 
bullion  storage  act  through  which  silver  bullion  is  demonetized  and  the 
coinage  of  silver  discontinued.  The  Democratic  theory  of  bimetallism  and 
of  the  free  coinage  of  the  precious  metals  is  clearly  elucidated  in  this  clause 
of  the  Chicago  platform; 

•‘.Sec.  7.  We  denounce  the  Republican  legislation  known  as  the  Sherman 
act  of  1890  as  a cowardly  makeshift,  fraught  with  possibilities  of  danger  in 
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t le  future  which  should  make  all  of  its  supporters,  as  well  as  its  author, 

£ uxious  for  its  speedy  repeal.  We  hold  to  the  use  of  both  gold  and  silver  as 
i le  standard  money  of  the  country,  and  to  the  coinage  of  both  gold  and 
£ ilver  without  discriminating  against  either  metal  or  c}iarge  for  mintage, 

I ut  the  dollar  unit  of  coinage  of  both  metals  must  be  of  e*iual  intrinsic,  and 
€ ^changeable  value,  or  be  adjusted  through  international  agreement  or  by 
E ich  safeguards  of  legislation  as  shall  insure  the  maintenance  of  the  parity 
c f the  two  metals  and  the  equal  power  of  every  dollar,  at  all  times.  In  the 
I larkets  and  in  the  payment  of  debts,  and  we  demand  that  all  paper  cur- 
I mcy  shall  be  kept  at  par  w'ith  and  redeemable  in  such  cola.  We  insist  upon 
tiis  policy  as  especially  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  farming  and 
1 tboring  classes,  the  first  and  most  defenseless  victims  of  unstable  money 
s nd  a fluctuating  currency.” 

This  declaration  of  free  coinage  principle,  without  which  the  bimetallic 
$ Gandard  can  not  be  maintained,  meets  the  demands  of  the  bimetallist,  and 
£ t the  same  time  cuts  away  the  ground  from  under  the  feet  of  the  advocates 
( f the  single  gold  standard,  who  have  declared  that  the  silver  dollar  is  dis- 
1 onest  money  because  by  their  legislation  silver  has  been  demonetized  and 
{ old  forced  to  a premium— an  altogether  artificial  and  unnatural  premium. 

' 'he  Democratic  party  will  not  only  restore  the  equality  of  silver  with  gold 
i 1 coinage,  but  will  maintain  the  silver,  the  gold,  and  tlie  paper  dollars  at 
] ar  with  each  other.  It  has  declared  a policy  that  will  satisfactory  to  all 
. )emocrats  West  and  East,  and  with  this  declaration  of  policy  it  invites  the 
! upport  of  all  who  are  opposed  to  the  single  gold  standard,  to  the  unnatural 
] reinium  on  gold,  and  to  the  enforced  contraction  of  the  currency.  This 
< eclaration  of  our  platform  has  been  misconstrued  by  the  enemies  of  Democ- 
] acy  who  charge  that  it  is  not  for  free  coinage. 

That  this  construction  is  false  is  too  apparent  for  argument.  The  plat- 
] orm  declares  for  both  metals,  giving  both  an  equal  right  to  the  mints  and 
( oinage.  But  they  say  because  it  says  they  shall  be  on  a parity  and  of  the 
1 ame  intrinsic  value  that  thorefore  it  is  a declaration  against  free  silver, 

' This  is  not  true.  All  that  free  silver  men  have  ever  asked  is  that  it  should 
lave  the  same  right  of  coinage  and  that  when  this  was  given  it  that  it  would 
)e  of  the  same  intrinsic  value  of  gold  or  be  worth  a premium,  as  it  was  in 
873,  when  it  was  struck  down  as  a money  by  the  Republican  party.  The 
•atio  will  be  fixed  by  Congress,  it  will  not  be  laid  down  and  measured  by 
he  gold  bugs  of  W^all  street.  Then  who  can  suppose  that  Congress  will 
nake  any  improper  ratio?  If  the  ratio  should  be  slightly  increased  it  would 
lot  hurt  the  people  of  the  South.  We  have  no  silver  mines.  What  we  want 
.s  both  metals  as  money,  each  the  equal  of  the  other,  aitd  the  right  to  pay 
>ur  debts,  public  and  private,  with  both. 

That  wafi  my  understtmding  of  the  platform  at  that  time;  it  is 
the  way  the  people  understood  it,  it  is  the  way  they  voted  on  it; 
It  is  the  way  I understand  it  now,  and  I respectfully  insist  that 
it  is  the  only  sensible  and  reiisonable  construction  that  can  be 
placed  upon  the  platform. 

No  man  is  more  willing'  and  anxious  to  carry  out  the  platform 
than  I am,  but  I will  never  cast  my  vote  for  a measure  that  in 
my  opinion  absolutely  demonetizes  silver  and  establishes  a sin- 
gle gold  standard  and  enriches  the  creditor  classes  of  the  world 
and  impoverishes  and  enslaves  the  debtor  classes,  and  to  vote 
for  the  simple  repeal  of  the  Sherman  act  with  nothing  more 
does  this,  and  violates  the  purpose  and  obvious  intent  of  the 
platform.  Silver  is  named  in  the  Constitution  along  with  gold, 
and  the  two  metals  form  the  money  basis  of  this  country.  In 
reply  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr,  Rayner]  said 
the  other  day,  I quote  the  hinguage  of  Webster,  the  great  con- 
Btitutional  expounder.  He  said; 

Gold  and  silver  at  rates  fixed  by  Congress  constitute  the  legal  standard  of 
value  in  this  country,  and  neither  Congress  nor  any  State  has  authority  to 
establish  any  other  "standard  or  to  displace  that  standard. 

Silver  has  been  used  as  money  for  over  three  thousand  years, 
and  the  record  of  the  Democratic  party,  from  the  date  of  its  birth, 
has  been  to  recognize  silver  equal  with  gold  as  the  basis  of  all  cir- 
culating medium  in  this  country ; and  it  is  left  to  this  Congress 
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to  say  whether  or  not  that  record  shall  be  broken  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  that,  too,  over  its  solemn  promises  made  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  without  which  the  Gov- 
ernment in  all  its  branches  would  not  have  been  turned  over  to 

it  by  the  people.  , i i.  j 

I Wn  you  here  and  now  that,  if  these  pledges  are  violated, 

the  man  guilty  of  doing  the  same  will  he  relegated  ^ priv^ 
life,  and  he  ought  to  be.  No  man  in  the  South  or  West  who 
subscribes  to  this  doctrine  should  be  ever  elected  again  to  any 

^ Mr.  Speaker,  I was  astonished  when  my  colleague  [Mr.  Pat- 
terson] announced  yesterday  to  this  Hoi^e  that  he  would  not 
port  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver  upon  any  ratio,  ana 
that  he  was  a single  gold,  standard  man.  Why ? sir,  he  has  been 
one  of  the  oracles  of  the  Democracy  in  my  State;  he  has  been, 
or  has  assumed  to  be,  the  leader  of  our  party  there  for  years.  He 
has  been  in  accord  with  the  Democratic  party  upon  the  greai 
cardinal  principles  and  policies  of  that  party and  when  he  was 
a candidate  for  governor  in  our  State  I felt  as  if  it  were  an  honor 
to  give  him  my  earnest,  enthusiastic,  and  hearty  support.  Hut 
it  seems  that  the  gentleman  has  turned  a somersault,  and  in  do- 
ing 80  he  has  fallen  from  his  place  alongside  of  the  suffering  and 
distressed  people  of  this  country  into  the  arms  of  the  rich  barons 
of  England  and  the  “ gold  bugs  ” of  W all  street.  [Laughter.]  A 
feeling  of  sadness  passes  over  my  soul  when  I look  at  the  down- 
fall I want  to  shed  a tear  oyer  his  political  grave. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I do  not  challenge  the  right  or  prerog^ive  of 
any  man  to  change  his  position  upon  a public  quesUon;  but  i do 
think  that  whenever  a man  educates  his  people  and  secures  a 
seat  on  this  floor  by  representations  that  he  stands  upon  tne 
platform  of  the  party— if  a change  so  suddenly  comes  oyer  the 
spirit  of  his  dream  he  ought  to  go  back  to  his  people  with  that 
change  and  say,  “I  am  now  upon  a different  platform;  how  do 

YOU  like  me?”  , , ,, 

I have  before  me  a variety  of  si>eeches  made  by  my  colleague 

to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  and  they  were  made  under  the  s^e 
conditions  that  exist  to-day— speeches  in  which  he  held  out  to 
them  as  a panacea  for  all  evils,  all  oppressions,  all  arnictious,  the 
free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver.  Not  only  that,  but  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  my  friend  made  a speech  in  this  House 
in  which  he  said  what  I will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

It  is  iDClieved  by  many  patriotic  men,  for  whose  opinions  I 
spect,  that  the  demonetization  of  silver  is  the  lUad  of  ail  oi^ 

I aCTee  with  them  that  the  demonetization  of  silver  was  a 
neople  and  contributed  to  their  financial  distress,  and  I shall  vote  with  the 
f^SdsofsUver  to  restore  it  to  time-honied  place  Mam 
when  and  wherever  the  opportunity  is 
ion  that  its  remonetization  wiU  bring  the  nieasure 
for  it.  I am  satisfied  that  a law  restoring  the  free  ^d  unlimited 
silver  would  not  materially  increase  the  volume  of  the  ciren<^ . I do  not 
believe  it  would  materially^ affect  one  way  or  the  other  the  financial  and  mon- 
etary condition  of  the  country.  1 think  it  is  very  dear  that  we  need  alargi 
vdmne  of  sound  currency  than  we  now  ha^  I the  vol- 

ume of  the  currency  prodnoes  the  evils  which  I have  described. 


• » » ^ - 

Now  let  ut  trace  its  legislative  history  s^ce  tlw  close  of  the  war  and 
how  perfectly  it  has  conformed  to  the  bidding  of  Its  masters.  In  respect  to 
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the  urrency,  it  began  by  the  demonetization  of  silver.  At  the  time  silver 
wa.s  disgraced  and  barred  as  a money  metal  it  was  at  a premium  and  was 
not  n circulation.  Coin  at  this  juncture  was  unknown  to  the  i>eople,  and 
con:  equently  the  blow  at  silver  was  not  then  felt;  and  the  people,  even  the 
wisf  St  of  the  people  in  official  life,  did  not  realize  or  even  know  what  had 
beei  done.  No  one  but  the  conspli^tors  dreamed  of  the  far-reaching  effects 
of  t lis  secret  stab  at  silver,  which  had  been  recognized  as  a money  metal 
fror  i the  earliest  da'v^n  of  history.  Then  followed  the  process  of  rapid  ap- 
pro; .ch  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payment,  which  occurred  in  1879.  The 
cun  ency  during  that  period  appreclat.ed  in  value  and  all  property  corre- 
spo]  .dingly  depreciated,  leaving  a vortex  In  which  was  swallowed  up  in  large 
mea  8ure  the  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Ir  respect  to  the  bonded  indebtedness,  a policy  of  favoritism  was  likewise 
pur  ued.  Originally  payable  in  any  money  declared  by  law  a legal  tender, 
itwis,  at  the  exx>ense  of  silver  and  Treasury  notes,  converted  into  bonds 
pay  ihle  in  gold  and  bearing  interest  payable  in  the  same  com.  In  this  way 
did  he  Republican  party  give  stability  to  the  currency  and  glory  to  the 
cou  itry  at  the  expense  of  the  toiling  millions  and  In  the  interest  of  the  fa- 
vor* d few. 

Tv.r.  SNODGRASS.  Mr.  Speaker,  with  no  chan^^e  of  circum- 
stances, no  change  of  conditions  except  the  tentative  action  on 
the  part  of  India,  the  gentleman  made  all  these  speetjhes  to  which 
I h ive  alluded,  and  voted  to  promote  the  free  and  unlimited 
collage  of  silver.  But  I suppose  it  may  be  proper,  as  a matter 
of  justice  to  the  gentleman  whose  seat  I see  is  now  vacated,  to 
say  that  he  voted  both  ways  on  this  great  question  in  the  last 
Ho  ise. 

I propose  to  read  a paragraph  from  the  speech  made  in  Galla- 
tin Tenn.,  on  July  28,  1891,  in  which  my  colleague  says: 

D jmocracy  attributes  these  inequalities  in  the  condition  of  the  people  to 
sev  jral  causes:  to  a long-continued  protective  tariff  system,  to  the  oppor- 
tun  ties  given  the  favored  and  protected  classes  to  build  tip  and  maintain 
wit  lin  the  tariff  walls  trusts  and  combines,  which  prevent  fair  competition: 
anc  the  cutting  off  of  the  agricultural  masses  from  the  markets  of  the 
woi  Id.  Our  exports  consist  almost  altogether  in  agricultural  products. 

* * * Fourth,  to  the  demonetization  of  silver,  whereby  the  owners  of 
acc  amulated  wealth  in  this  coimtry,  as  well  as  in  England,  the  greatest  of 
con  mercial  nations,  have  been  enabled  to  realize  at  the  expense  of  the  peo- 
ple he  difference  between  the  value  of  gold  and  silver. 

1 his  is  from  the  Nashville  American. 

!R[r.  BOATNER.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a question? 

J [r.  SNODGRASS.  Yes. 

Jlr.  BOATNER.  Has  your  colleague  not  admitted  that  his 
me  itnl  condition  is  dilTerent  now  from  what  it  wtis  at  the  time 
he  made  that  speech? 

?[r.  SNODGRASS.  Yes,  sir;  and  to  that  I propose  to  address 
my  self  later  on. 

I'ow,  Mr.  Sj)eaker,  I am  perfectly  honest  in  saying  that  I am 
cui  ioLis  to  know  what  has  produced  this  sudden  ch  inge  of  senti- 
me it  on  the  part  of  my  colleague.  What  new  light  has  fallen 
up(  a him?  What  new  revelation  has  broken  in  on  the  vision  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee?  He  has  failed  to  state  a single 
fac  or  a single  reason  that  satisfies  my  mind  as  to  the  cause  of 
thi  i new  conversion.  So  far  as  I am  concerned,  no  power  can 
cajole  me;  even  letters  from  prominent  men  can  not  drive  me 
fro- n the  advoc  !cy  and  support  of  the  pledges  and  promises  I 
raa  ie  to  the  people  who  honored  me  by  giving  me  a seat  in  this 
hoc  y. 

I ut  my  colleague  said  on  yesterday — and  he  is  generally  a very 
acc  irate  man,  because  he  is  a warm-hearted,  able,  enthusiastic 
ma  1.  foi*  whose  integrity  and  for  whose  manhood  and  couri:ige  I 
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have  the  greatest  admiration;  but  as  we  differ  diametriciilly  on 
thi.s  question  I assume  that  I have  the  right  to  criticise  his  ac- 
tion on  this  floor.  He  said  on  yesterday: 

Smart  men  change,  but  fools  never. 

Mr.  Speaker,  he  ought  to  know,  tecause  he  has  broken  the  rec- 
ord more  times  than  any  one  man  I know  of  in  that  regard. 
[Laughter.]  But  he  wound  up  his  statement— and  that  is  the 
point  to  which  I wish  to  direct  your  attention  and  what  I objected 
to,  because  I had  hoped  that  at  last  he  would  go  back  to  his 
“first  love,”  and  vote  for  the  people  and  their  interests:  but  he 
has  cut  off  this  hope  in  the  concluding  portion  of  his  speech,  after 
stating  that  he  was  now  fixed  and  intended  to  stick  there,  and 
the  effect  of  this  is  that  there  was  no  chance  for  smart  men  to 
change  now  and  fools  never  will.  I refer  to  this  conversion  and 
his  record  to  show,  not  th.at  he  has  no  right  to  change,  for  that 
is  a pei’sonal  matter;  not  that  he  is  not  honest  in  the.se  changes, 
not  that  he  does  not  believe  he  is  subserving  the  i>est  interests  of 
his  people,  but  simply  to  show  that  he  was  once  right  and  stood 
for  the  honestmoney  of  the  Constitution,  gold  and  silver. 

Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  he  even  tells  us  that  90  per  cent  of  the 
people  do  not  understand  this  question,  but  adds  that  the  capi- 
talists and  bankers  do.  I tell  my  colleague  that  he  is  mistaken. 
A little  later  on  he  will  believe  that  they  do  understand  the  ques- 
tion, and  also  will  understand  the  record  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  made  upon  the  question.  But  I will  tell  you.  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  fact  thathe  damnsa  record  thathascost  him  thirty 
years  of  labor  to  make,  and  eats  his  word.s  by  the  thousand,  will 
not  excuse  him,  though  he  e it  two  suppers  and  smoke  two  cigars 
everv  evenimr  from  now  until  this  Congress  rdMvu-ns. 

But,  sir,  I have  got  another  document  that  1 want  to  send  up 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  have  read.  The  truth  is,  I am  as  much 
astounded  at  the  changes  in  this  regard  on  the  part  of  my  col- 
league upon  the  silver  question  as  Lincoln  was  after  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  when  he  had  to  pay  oO  cents  for  a drink  of 
whisky:  prices  are  going  so  high,  changes  are  so  common,  that 
no  man  knows  what  is  to  be  the  result,  and  nothing  seems  to  be 
what  it  used  to  be.  I send  some  extracts  from  editorials  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Hoke  Smith,  which  I desire 
to  have  i-ead  and  placed  in  my  remarks. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Such  stuff  (The  Constitution's  statement  that  the  President’s  message 
does  not  conform  to  the  Democratic  platform)  mmht  be  expected  from  the 
silver-mine  owners  or  their  paid  lobby  at  the  capital,  but  when  it  comes 
from  a Democratic  paper  it  is  a symptom  of  arrogant  imhecility.— Evening 
Journal, 

What  about  such  “ stuff  ” as  this,  taken  from  the  Journal  no  longer  than 
last  year,  at  the  time  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  “wrote  Ihe  cam- 
paign editorials”? 

The  repeal  of  the  Sherman  law  will  bring  about  a contraction  of  the  cur- 
rency that  will  be  deplorable.— January  4. 1892. 

Mr.  Cleveland  is  in  favor  of  letting  alone  the  present  silver  act,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  coinage  of  54,000,000  silver  dollars  a year. 

Governor  Hill  w’ould  have  us  repeal  that  law  and  return  to  the  Bland  act. 
which  w<ntld  give  us  only  ?24,0(X),000  of  silver  coinage  a year.  Mr.  Cleveland 
is  a better  friend  to  silver  by  ^34,000.000  a year  than  is  Governor  Hill.— yowr- 
naZ,  January  2,  1892. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  probihits  any  State  from  making 
anything  else  than  gold  and  silver  a legal  tender.  It  aLso  empowers  Con- 
gress to  coin  money  and  fix  its  value,  and  Congress  has  fixed  the  value  of 
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th<  standard  dollar  at  100  cents,  not  67  cents.  It  correlatively  follows  that 
an  ' State  has  the  constitutional  right  to  make  silver  coinage  a legal  tender 
at  he  value  given  to  it  by  Congress  in  payment  of  all  debts  which  are  not 
ex'  jressly  contracted  to  be  paid  in  other  money.— t/ournai,  April  2, 1892. 

1 his  is  the  act  (the  Sherman  law)  which  Governor  Hill  denounces  and  the 
rei  eal  of  which  he  says  the  Democratic  party  should  demand.  Its  repeal 
wo  lid,  of  course,  throw  us  back  on  the  Bland  bill,  which  would  provide  for 
th(  purchase  of  not  less  than  $2,000,000  nor  more  than  $4,000,000  worth  of  sil- 
vei  bullion  a month — an  act  which,  at  its  best,  would  decrease  the  currency 
at  east  $14,000,000  a year  less  than  the  Sherman  act,  and  at  its  worst  would 
cui  down  the  increase  of  circulation  by  at  least  $34,000,000  a year. 

'J  hat's  the  sort  of  free-silver  champion  Governor  Hill  \»,^ournal,  Jime 
7, 1 m. 

^nd  this  may  bring  up  the  pertinent  inquirer  as  to  what  kind 
of  a free-silver  champion  the  President  is.  This  man  who  stood 
ne  ir  the  President  in  the  campaign  said  these  words  to  the 
Dt  moeratic  voters  of  Georgia.  This  man  who  stands  near  to 
Pi  esident  Cleveland,  now  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
is  the  same  man  who  gave  voice  to  the  sentiments  which  I have 
hud  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk.  I want  to  ask  the  gentlemen 
h€  re  who  feel  that  they  are  justified  in  shutting  their  eyes  and 
vi  )lating  the  solemn  promises  and  pledges  of  the  Democratic 
party,  when  they  come  to  speak  for  themselves,  what  they  un- 
de rstand  to  be  the  position  of  the  President  upon  this  all-ab- 
80  'bing  question  ? 

\Iy  position  on  this  question  is  not  new,  but  it  is  precisely  the 
sa  ne  as  that  taken  by  the  Democratic  party  always. 

[ indorse  the  patriotic  utterances  of  Secretary  Carlisle,  made 
oi  this  floor  in  1878,  and  I quote  them  for  their  merit,  wfth  the 
si  nple  comment  that  out  of  no  changed  views  of  his  on  this  sub- 
je  3t  can  be  evolved  an  answer  to  what  he  then  said. 

He  spoke  as  follows: 

know  that  th«  world’s  stock  of  the  precious  metals  is  none  too  large,  and 
I } ee  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  it  will  ever  become  so.  Mankind  will  be 
fo  'tunate,  indeed,  if  the  annual  production  of  gold  and  silver  coin  shall  keep 
pt  ce  with  the  annual  increase  of  population,  commerce,  and  industry.  Ae- 
cc  rding  to  my  views  of  the  subject  the  conspiracy  which  seems  to  have  been 
fo  ’med  here  and  in  Europe  to  destroy,  by  legislation  and  otherwise,  from 
tt  ree-sevenths  to  one-half  of  the  met  allic  money  of  the  world  Is  the  most 
gi  rantic  crime  of  this  or  any  other  age. 

The  consummation  of  such  a scheme  would  ultimately  entail  more  misery 
u]  on  the  human  rac*'  than  all  the  wars,  pestilences,  and  famines  that  ever 
0(  curred  in  the  history  of  the  world.  The  absolute  and  instantaneous  do- 
st .'uction  of  half  the  entire  movable  property  of  the  world,  including  houses, 
si  ips,  railroads,  and  all  other  appliances  for  carrying  on  commerce,  while 
it  would  be  felt  more  sensibly  at  the  moment,  would  not  i»roduce  anything 
li  :e  the  prolonged  distress  and  disorganization  of  society  that  must  Inevit- 
al  ly  result  from  the  permanent  annihilation,  of  the  metallic  money  in  the 
w )rld. 

These  words  he  spoke  when  he  came  directly  fi*om  and  was  in 
t(  uch  with  the  people  who  sent  him  to  Congress.  The  calami- 
ti3S  prophesied  by  the  honorable  Secretary  in  1878  may  he 
q loted  with  approval  by  every  Democrat  in  1893,  for  there  has 
b'  en  no  change  of  front  in  our  party  on  this  question,  and  a 
si  mple  repeal  of  the  Sherman  law  with  nothing  more  will  give 
ji  St  grounds  for  such  prophecy.  What  the  peop  e need  in  Con- 
g -ess  is  men  of  convictions,  with  the  courage  to  declare  them, 
a id  who  do  not  pander  to  other  influences  nor  listen  to  the  appeal 
o hired  lobbyists,  who  infest  this  Capitol,  and  whose  voices  have 
bsen  potent  in  influencing  legislation  on  this  subject  in  the  past; 
f(  r we  had  as  well  understand  at  the  start  that  tixis  is  a fight  be- 
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tween  the  the  creditor  and  debtor  classes  of  this  and  other  coun- 
tries, and  either  the  people  or  the  plutocrats  must  truunpn  in 

the  result.  , ,,  ,,  ... 

The  former  are  numbered  by  the  million,  while  the  latter  are 

only  numbered  by  the  thousand.  This  warfare  has  been  going 
on  for  ao-es,  and  the  Shylocks  are  now  demanding  the  last  ])Ouncl 
of  flesh, Vhile  the  people  piteously  appeal  to  this  Congress  for 
relief;  and  upon  a vote  on  this  question  in  this  House  the  records 
will  show  who  are  the  friends  of  the  people  and  who  are  the 
friends  of  the  classes,  and  who  it  is  that  have  broken  their 
pledo-es  and  violated  their  most  solemn  trust,  and  the  men  who 
do  this  will  be  branded  as  traitors  to  their  people  and  false  to 
their  best  interests  and  betrayers  of  a solemn  promise. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  were  told  on  this  floor  at  the  last  session  and 
during  the  last  campaign  by  men  who  claimed  to  be  Democrats 
that  the  financial  question  was  of  only  secondary  importance;  was 
only  a speck  on  the  political  horizon  as  compared  with  the  great 
and  only  constitutional  question,  that  of  tariff  reform;  that  it  was 
as  a molehill  compared  to  a mountain,  and  that  the  only  thing 
that  could  bring  relief  to  the  people  was  tariff  legislation,  and 
that  the  financial  question  should  be  relegated  to  the  baggage 
wagon.  These  same  parties  now  stand  up  and  tell  us  that  the 
tariff'  is  secondary  and  that  the  all-important  question  is  the 
money  question.  Ah!  gentlemen,  this  will  not  do.  The  leopard 
can  not  change  his  spots  nor  Democracy  its  principles;  what  they 

then  said  was  true,  and  it  is  true  to-day. 

I repeat,  that  the  financial  question  is  no  more  to  be  compared 
with  the  illegal  taxes  and  the  tribute  that  is  being  wrung  from 
the  American  people  than  a molehill  is  to  a mountain. 

I favor  the  tiiking  up  of  every  question  that  affects  the  people 
and  disposing  of  it,  and  we  can  no  more  give  relief  to  thern^  by 
piecemeal  than  the  good  doctor  can  give  relief  to  his  patient 
who  has  divers  afflictions  by  the  cure  of  one  of  them,  and  1 
in  favor  of  staying  here  until  the  needed  relief  is  brought  about 
if  it  takes  until  my  term  of  office  expires.  We  have  promised 
the  people  relief,  and  our  promises  were  not  made  to  be  broken. 
The  people  of  this  country  have  suffered  for  thirty  years  from 
broken  promises  and  deception,  and  now  that  the  Democratic 
party . which  has  always  been  regarded  as  the  party  of  the  people, 
has  come  into  power,  each  and  every  promise  that  we 
should  be  scrupulously  complied  with,  imd  this  we  will  not  do  if 
we  vote  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the  purchasing  clause  of 

the  Sherman  act.  ^ , 

In  the  same  paragraph  of  the  Chicago  platform  which  pro- 
vides for  the  repe<d  of  the  Sherman  law  the  Democratic  party 
made  another  pledge  that  is  coupled  with  it,  and  which  can  not 
be  separated  from  it,  which  was  that  we  recognized  gold  and 
silver  as  the  standard  money  of  this  country,  and  that  we  should 
have  the  coinage  of  both  without  discriminating  against  either, 
and  this  clause  was  inserted  ‘‘for  the  protection  of  the  farming 
and  laboring  classes,  the  first  and  most  defenseless  victims  of 
unstable  money  and  a fluctuating  currency.’-  Can  it  be  said  that 
this  was  inserted  as  a vote-catcher?  Certainly  no  Democrat  will 
admit  this.  I insist  that  under  the  platform  these  two  things 
must  be  takentogether,  because  the  coinage  of  silveron  the  same 
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ns  as  gold  carries  with  it  necessarily  the  repeal  of  the  Sher- 
1 law. 

appose  the  platform  had  stopped  with  the  single  declaration 
ivor  of  the  repeal  of  the  Sherman  law  and  had  made  no  pro- 
on  for  the  free  coinage  of  silver;  who  in  this  House  will  say 
i Grover  Cleveland  and  the  Democratic  ticket  would  have 
pt  the  country  as  they  did?  It  was  the  West  and  South  that 
ted  Grover  Cleveland,  and  without  this  declaration  he  could 
3r  have  procured  their  support.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  men  who 
re  to  demonetize  silver  and  put  this  country  on  a single  gold 
dard  seek  to  avoid  the  force  of  this  by  asking  us  to  wait 
.1  the  people  are  ruined  and  until  it  suits  the  money  barons 
Ingland  and  other  foreign  countries  to  have  an  international 
jement  as  to  the  ratio  between  the  two  metals  and  the  coin- 
of  silver. 

his  dodge  was  never  heard  of  until  after  the  crime  of  demon- 
ation  of  1873  had  been  effected,  and  its  insistence  in  an  Amer- 
L Congress  is  enough  to  bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  face 
very  American  patriot.  And  whenever  the  p ople  seem  to 
n the  position  to  get  this  relief  the  emissaries  of  Wall  street 
London  and  Liverpool  come  here  and  cry  •‘international 
iement.”  They  say  we  must  not  move  until  the  British  lion 
lowered  his  growl  on  British  soil.  Timid,  cowards,  sneaks? 
but  avaricious,  determined  to  appreciate  the  debts  of  the 
pie  and  to  depreciate  their  ability  to  pay. 
his  is  but  a subterfuge  of  fraud  as  black  and  corrupt  as  the 
night  shades  of  the  damned,  and  a snare  to  prevent  the  peo- 
from  securing  their  rights.  We  are  told  by  tlie  gentleman 
n Indiana  [Mr.  Brown]  that  they  want  to  keep  every  prom- 
made  in  the  platform.  Oh,  what  a sweet  morsel  that  is  to 
under  their  tongues — but  that  we  must  take  it  up  by  sen- 
jesl  How  long  would  that  take? 

ow  long  would  it  take  you  to  get  through  with  the  t:iriff  bill 
hat  way?  I say,  how  long  would  it  take?  Wh  it  committee 
.d  ever  make  reports  upon  the  different  sentences  of  that 
form?  Logic  profoundl  S-atisfactory  to  the  gentlemen,  I 
pose,  who  used  it.  Empty!  We  are  not  to  be  deceived  by 
. If  they  are  in  earnest  about  carrying  out  Ihe  platform, 
^ not  do  both  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  bill?  Why 
ze  two  bites  of  a cherry? 

''e  understand  these  tactics.  We  have  had  a long,  painful, 
■ible  lesson  in  these  side-track  issues,  commencing  with  the 
nd  bill  and  the  Sherman  act.  Mark  it  down,  this  i,s  afight  from 
until  the  time  when  the  common  people  are  restored  to  their 
its.  Once  they  succeed  in  the  repeal  of  the  Sherman  law 
demonetize  silver,  then  they  would  resort  to  any  and  all 
sures  to  defeat  its  being  made  one  of  the  money  metals  of 
country. 

it  us  carry  out  the  platform,  gentlemen,  in  to  to,  and  not  take  it 
ly  piecemeal.  The  great  mass  of  people  composing  the  Dem- 
tic  party  understand  this  question,  and  they  understand  the 
nises  the  party  made  to  them  in  convention,  and  I here  quote 
concluding  ])ortion  of  a letter  just  received  from  a plain  old 
ler  in  my  district,  and  it  appeals  to  me  more  strongly  than 
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the  resolution  of  any  board  of  trade  or  the  quacking  of  paid 
lobbyists.  He  says; 

I hope  that  our  party  will  be  able  to  restore  confidence  and  remove  the 
great  depression  that  seems  to  be  almost  universal,  and  that  it  will  through 
its  representatives  give  us  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  and  in  every 
respect  redeem  all  the  pledges  it  made  to  the  people. 

Another  says: 

Stand  by  the  people  and  give  us  free  silver. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  humblest  man  in  the  humblest  cabin 
home  in  the  mountains  of  East  Tennessee  left  his  home  on  the 
8th  of  last  November  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  he  understood  that  free  silver  was  promised  him  by  the 
Democratic  party,  and  I declare  here  and  now  that  it  was  prom- 
ised him,  and  when  we  fail  to  give  it  to  him  we  are  recreant  to 
the  promises  made.  When  silver  was  demonetized  it  was  worth 
$1.29  per  ounce.  To-day  it  is  worth  75  cents  per  ounce.  Will 
our  single-standard  friends  tell  us  why  this  is?  As  a circulating 
medium  the  value  of  silver  has  not  changed,  and  the  ratio  be- 
tween gold  and  silver  is  the  same  now  that  it  was  in  1873,  when 
it  was  demonetized.  The  answer  is  this:  By  bri  ery  and  legis- 
lation bought  with  a price,  silver  has  been  discredited,  is  why  it 
is  worth  little  more  than  half  to-day  what  it  was  twenty  years 

ago. 

An  act  of  Congress  that  would  not  allow  the  people  to  use  the 
raw  material  that  goes  to  make  cloth,  flour,  machinery,  or  any- 
thing that  we  manufacture,  would  be  no  worse  than  the  present 
law  that  forbids  the  use  of  silver.  Silver  bullion  is  not  worth  as 
much  as  gold  bullion,  but  a silver  dollar  will  buy  as  much  and  is 
worth  as  much  as  a.  gold  dollar:  then  why  not  carry  out  the  Chi- 
cago platform  and  by  equal  rights,  which  the  free  coinage  of 
both  metals  will  give,  bring  the  price  of  the  bullion  of  the  two 
metals  closer  together?  If  this  is  done,  and  silver  is  coined  free, 
it  is  bound  to  come  up  to  the  dollar  value. 

I deny  thatwe  must  wait  for  other  countries  to  move  in  this 
matter,  or  that  there  must  be  an  international  agreement  for 
free  coinage  before  we  can  adopt  it.  This  is  a mere  pretext  on 
the  part  of  the  gold  men  for  delay.  England,  a large  proportion 
of  whose  people  live  upon  fixed  incomes  and  are  benefited  by 
low  prices,  in  order  to  maintain  low  prices  established  the 
single  gold  standard  without  co-operation  with  any  other  coun- 
try. Germany  consulted  no  foreign  power  in  18.77  when  she 
abandoned  gold,  nor  in  1873,  when  she  threw  silver  overboard. 
France  threw  her  mints  open  to  the  coinage  of  both  metals  in 
1803,  and  acted  independently  of  all  other  countries. 

Then,  why  is  it  that  we,  producing  annually  more  than  40  per 
cent  of  the  silver  of  the  world,  can  not  stand  alone  in  this  mat- 
ter and  act  independently  when  we  have  a balance  of  trade  in 
our  favor  of  over  two  hundred  millions  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  money  of  the  world  coming  to  us.  Yet  we  are  told  that  the 
greatest  Government  the  world  ever  saw  must  stand  awed  and 
cowed  before  Englander  any  other  foreign  power  before  she  can 
establish  a monetary  basis  and  system  of  her  own.  The  sun 
shines  upon  no  country  that  is  the  equal  of  ours.  We  have  a 
soil  as  rich  as  can  be  found  anywhere,  and  a climate  so  varied 
that  it  will  nurture  the  growth  of  anything  that  comes  out  of 
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the  ground.  We  have  every  mineral  in  abundance  of  which 
any  country  can  boast,  and  with  this  kept  in  view  there  is  no 
reasan  to  suppose — in  fact  it  would  be  folly  to  assert — that  the 
bala  Qce  of  tr^e  will  not  continue  in  our  favor. 

T ie  true  reason  for  this  combination  against  silver  can  be 
plai  ily  seen.  The  men  who  own  the  gold  want  a monopoly  in 
its  c wnership,  and  they  know  that  if  silver  is  not  permitted  to 
com  jete  with  it  their  gold  is  worth  more.  The  men  who  own 
the  )onds  and  debts  that  the  people  of  this  country  owe  know 
that  it  the  single  gold  standard  is  resorted  to  it  will  appreciate 
thei  ’ bonds  and  in  like  ratio  deprive  the  people  o‘f  the  ability 
to  p ly.  The  wheat-raiser  knows  that  a failure  of  the  corn  crop 
will  increase  the  price  of  his  wheat.  A few  years  since  the 
pric  3 of  breadstuffs  in  Germany  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
pass  ige  of  a Russian  law  that  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
Rusi  ian  rye.  Drive  out  silver  and  of  course  gold  is  worth  more. 

In  speaking  of  the  demonetization  act  of  1873  in  this  country, 
the  president  of  a bank  in  France  used  this  language; 

If  l y a stroke  of  the  pen  they  suppress  one  of  these  metals  in  the  monetary 
servi  ;e,  they  double  the  demand  for  the  other  metal  to  the  ruin  of  all  debtors. 

F<  r twenty  years  the  people  have  said  that  they  wanted  an 
adm  inistration  in  sympathy  with  them  and  with  their  money, 
and  me  that  would  not  do  the  will  of  the  gold  monopolist,  as  the 
Rep  iblican  party  had  done.  I have  been  taught  to  believe  that 
a D jmocratic  administration  was  what  they  clamored  for,  and 
that  it  was  pledged  to  give  the  people  relief  on  this  subject,  re- 
gain less  of  class  or  section. 

I ,vas  born  and  roared  a Democrat,  and  for  twenty-five  years 
hav  ) consistently  voted  and  worked  for  that  ticket;  but  if  it  be 
Democracy  to  vote  for  a measure  that  cjui  have  but  one  result, 
the  lestruction  and  disgrace  of  one  of  the  money  metals  of  the 
country,  then  I must  confess  that  I have  up  to  this  date  misap- 
prel  tended  what  Democracy  meant.  But  I deny  that  the  Demo- 
cral  Lc  party,  as  a party,  will  ever  subscribe  to  such  doctrines. 
It  y ould  be  to  turn  completely  around  on  this  question.  I am 
no  £ tickler  on  the  ratio  between  the  two  metals,  and  as  far  as  I 
am  ndividually  concerned,  I believe  that  the  ratio  as  at  present 
established  is  about  right;  but  in  a spirit  of  compromise  I am 
will  .ng  to  see  the  ratio  increased  to  whatever  is  fair  and  just. 

M r.  Speaker,  if  we  stop  with  the  simple  repeal  of  the  Sher- 
mar  law  and  go  no  further,  it  will  bring  no  relief  to  the  people, 
but  instead  will  bring  such  ruin  and  destruction  as  was  per- 
hap  t never  witnessed  in  any  country. 

T le  war  between  the  creditor  and  debtor  class  ha»s  been  waged 
vigf  rously  for  the  last  thirty  years.  Up  to  this  time  the  debts, 
boil  public  and  private,  were  made,  and  were  payable  in  either 
gre<  nbacks,  gold,  or  silver.  The  first  step  taken  in  this  great 
cons  piracy  of  the  creditor  class  against  the  masses  (if  the  people 
was  to  deny  them  the  right  of  paying  the  public  debt  in  green- 
bad  3,  thus  appreciating  the  public  debt,  and  depreciating  the 
abil  ty  of  the  people  to  pay. 

T.  le  second  step  was  to  demonetize  silver  in  1873,  and  make 
all  tneir  indebtedness  payable  in  gold,  by  which  the  people  were 
rob!  led  of  millions  of  dollars  and  the  creditor  class  enriched  a 
corr  dsponding  amount.  From  1873  down  to  the  present  time 
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the  great  body  of  the  American  people  have  been  struggling  for 
the  restoration  of  silver  as  money.  In  187«,  as  a compromise 
measui-e,  and  instead  of  giving  the  people  what  they  needed  and 
demanded,  they  were  put  off  with  what  is  known  as  the  Bland 
act. 

In  1890  another  step  looking  towards  the  further  demonetiza- 
tion of  silver,  the  infamous  Sherman  act,  became  a law,  imd  in 
1893  the  enemies  of  silver  are  proposing  to  absolutely  destriay 
silver  as  money  by  the  repeal  of  the  purchasing  clause  in  said 
Sherman  act.  If  they  succeed  in  this  the  next  step  in  the  pro- 
gramme or  play  upon  the  boards  will  be  to  issue  Government 
bonds  payable  in  gold  and  jiut  them  on  the  market  for  sale,  and 
with  the  gold  they  receive  for  the  same  retire  all  silver  and 
greenbacks  from  circulation  as  money.  This  would  fasten  upon 
the  people  a bonded  indebtedness  of  •$800,000,000  payable  in  gold, 
and  this,  added  to  their  already  enormous  burdens,  is  moi*e  than 
they  can  bear. 

England  demonetized  silver  in  India,  and  through  its  Ameri- 
can allies  is  seeking  to  do  the  same  thing  here.  What  was  the 
effect  on  the  price  of  silver  after  it  was  demonetized  there  ? 
Why,  in  three  days  the  price  dropped  19  points.  What  would 
be  the  result  to  this,  the  greatest  country  the  world  ever  saw, 
if  this  Congress  should  do  the  same  thing  8 It  would  absolutely 
destroy  one  of  the  greatest  productions  on  the  American  con- 
tinent, that  of  silver.  It  would  throw  out  of  employment  thou- 
sands of  willing,  earnest  laborei’S.  It  would  leave  the  country 
without  money  to  handle  the  fruits  of  the  farmers'  honest  toil 
and  produ(5e  in  the  country  an  army  of  beggars  and  tramps. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  what  should 
we  do  to  relieve  them? 

First.  We  should  paM  the  Bland  substitute,  repealing  the 
Sherman  law,  and  give  to  the  people  the  free  and  unlimited  coin- 
age of  silver.  This  would  increase  the  volume  of  money  as  our 
domestic  trade  expands  and  be  a restoration  of  the  coinage  sys- 
tem that  existed  in  the  United  States  for  the  first  eighty  years. 

Secand.  We  should  repeal  all  class  legislation,  and.  above  all, 
we  should  repeal  the  unconstitutional  McKinley  bill,  which  il- 
legally takes  from  the  people  millions  of  dollars  annually  as 
taxes  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  many  millions  more  as 
tribute  to  rich  manufacturers,  for  which  the  people  recseive  no 
consideration. 

Third.  We  should  impose  a graduated  income  tax  upon  the 
millionaires  of  the  country,  and  thus  force  the  wealth  they  pos- 
sess to  bear  with  the  common  people  the  burdens  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Let  the  banking  law  be  so  amended  as  to  force  the  bank- 
ers to  issue  in  currency  the  full  face  value  of  their  bonds  on 
deposit.  This  would  increase  the  currency  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  million  dollars,  which  would  goatonee  into  the  hands  of 
the  people  and  relieve  their  present  pressing  necessities. 

Fourth.  The  law  in  favor  of  national  banks,  imposing  a 10  per 
cent  tax  on  other  circulating  currency,  should  be  repealed  at 
once,  and  thus  destroy  the  monopoly  the  national  banks  now 
have  as  to  our  currency  and  enable  the  States  upon  proper  secu- 
rity and  under  proper  regulations  to  issue  a currency  which  will 
supply  the  demands  of  the  people  of  the  several  States. 
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The  passage  of  any  one  of  these  acts  will  not  bring  complete 
relief  to  the  people,  but  the  passage  of  all  of  them  will  relieve 
them:  and  I,  for  one,  say  that  it  is  our  duty  to  stay  here  until 
this  legislation  is  accomplished.  When  it  is  done  we  will  turn 
our  eyes  back  to  the  people  and  find  them  prosperous,  happy, 
and  contented. 

So  long  as  I represent  my  people  here  there  is  no  power 
above,  below,  or  here  that  can  drive  me  from  these  positions  or 
into  breaking  a single  pledge  or  promise  that  I made  to  them. 

Others  can  do  as  they  like  and  answer  to  their  constituents 
for  their  action,  to  whom  they  alone'  are  responsible.  [Ap- 
plause.] 
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